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farmers are 
ultimately 

responsible 
to optimize their 

farm yields, 

once enabling 
conditions

are in place



buyers are 
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paying a price
that allows 

productive, full-time 

farmers to earn 
a living income



governments are responsible for 

creating an enabling environment
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Join a breakout session (self-select)
STEP 1 
Click on the participants icon in the bottom right corner

STEP 2 
Click on the blue marked text Ψ{Ƙƻǿ ŀƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪƻǳǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ at the top of the 
participants list

STEP 3 
/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨWƻƛƴΩ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƻǳǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ



Group 1
A financial services approach to 
living income

Insights from CGAP

19/05/2021

Sophie Falsini



One financial service (FS) for all? 

WE CANNOT SPEAK OF SMALLHOLDER FARMERS, BUT RATHER OF:

Female Farmers

Male Farmers

vs.

Rural Farmers

Urban Farmers

vs.

Literate Farmers

Illiterate Farmers

vs.

Subsistence Farmers

Commercial Farmers

vs.

DIFFERENT TARGET GROUPS HAVE DIFFERENT NEEDS: saving, credit, insurance, bundled FS and non-FS...
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What CAN financial services do for farmers? 

01 02 03 04

SAVINGS CREDIT INSURANCE BUNDLED FS AND NON-FS

Å Larger investments 

in agriinputs 

Å Increased resilience 

through climate-

smart production 

Å Better access to 

agri-farm 

technologies 

Å More diversified 

income streams

Å Guarantee schemes 

for riskier and more 

profitable inputs 

(weather & crop-

based insurance) 

Å One-stopshops

SnapshotonDFS:

Å Reducedtime anddistanceto reachbankbranchesthroughremoteaccountopening

Å Increasedsafety,affordability,efficiencyof payments

Å streamlinedcommunicationandincreasedbusinessopportunities
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Snapshot on female smallholder farmers: How can FS help?

Social norm barriers:

Created by DompbelStudio
from the Noun Project

Restricted access to 

agricultural inputs

Restricted time

Restricted financial 

independency and 

financial/digital literacy 

Restricted exposure and 

access to technology

Created by Lion Kuil
from the Noun Project

Created by Ninejipjip
from the Noun Project

Created by Eucalyp
from the Noun Project

Access hired labor

ÅHelp women access 

cash, savings and 

credit in order to hire 

and pay workers and 

increase returns Female 

Smallholder 

Farmers

Save labor
Å Gain access to time-

saving assets 

Å Innovations in asset 

financing

Provide labor

Å Digital wage

Access to markets

Å Local and digital agtech

platforms
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What is still missing? Some food for thought 

More research, 

evidence and data 

Å Long-term sustainability 

(e.g. impact of agri

finance products)

Å Household cash flow 

management

Å social norms barriers

Increment cooperation 

with different 

stakeholders 

Å Mobilise agrifunds 

(privatsector)

Å Develop targeted action 

plans (community and 

farmers)

Å Policy-interventions 

(government)

More targeted 

investments and 

innovations

Å Financial and digital 

literacy skills training

Å Agent networks

Å Customer-centric 

products for farmers 

and value chain actors

Å Improve distribution 

network and 

infrastructure

Created by supalerk laipawat
from the Noun Project

Created by Yu Luck
from the Noun Project

Created by Komkrit Noenpoempisut
from the Noun Project
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!ƴŘ ƴƻǿΧ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΗ 



1. What other key enablers can help male and female smallholder farmers increase 

productivity and income, and therefore opportunities and resilience?

2. Sharewhat have your organizations done / been doing to add value?

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǎƳŀƭƭƘƻƭŘŜǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ in wage labor? (e.g. being 

integrated in the formal financial system, having already a mobile money 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΧύ

4. What has changed as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic? Are we 

equipped to address the need for resilient and efficient agricultural value chains? 

How can we make sure that digital agriculture tools (e.g. digital agri-advisory, agri-

DFS, agrie-ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΧύ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭƘƻƭŘŜǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΚ 

Discussion questions:



The Living Income Community of Practice

Empowering Action Towards Improving LI for 
smallholder farmers

PRESENTED BY SEND GHANA
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Group 2
Civil Society viewpoint


