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Agenda

ÅIntroductionǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎ LƴŎƻƳŜ /ƻtΣ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ {C[Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 
Livelihoods 

ÅBusiness Fights Poverty: Introduction to the Challenge and the 
formation of the levers paper

ÅSFL: Identified levers for actors to improve livelihoods.

ÅPrivate sector contribution: why are they interested and examples of 
work being done   

ÅOpen discussion/Q&A

ÅUpdates for the Community of Practice



The Living Income Community of Practice

Provide guidance on 
metrics and 

measurement

Understand the gap 
between actual and 

living income

Identify and discuss 
strategies to close the 

income gap

Strengthen this open community of practice
Sharing information about the efforts of different actors in this space

http://www.isealalliance.org/LivingIncome

http://www.sustainablefoodlab.org/performance-
measurement/tools-resources/living-income/

Foster collaboration and support organisations in their journey towards improving 
farmer incomes, and enabling farmers to achieve a decent standard of living. 

Email: adam@isealalliance.orgfor more information

mailto:adam@isealalliance.org
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The business case goes far beyond productivity

γCompany values and the imperative to contribute to the 
SDGs
γLong-term supply chain security: the future of farming
γQuality and meeting higher global standards for produce
γResilience of value chain relationships in the face of 
future pressures
γRelationships with governments
γMeeting rising stakeholder expectations





Improving Incomes: different levers

Improving smallholder incomes is a complex challenge: it can not be done only 

through increases in farm productivity or by increasing market access.

Sources of farmer income are varied, and will depend on farm size, asset holdings, 

and other labour and other income generating opportunities. There are multiple 

interdependent levers that will affect these components of income, and different 

actors will have different degrees of influence over them.

However, improved incomes alone will not promote economic development if 

farmers lack access to basic public services such as health and education. It is 

vital to identify these contextual factors and how they affect smallholders and 

their communities.



Different actorsô roles in improving 
incomes 

Governments have the broadest range of roles in creating the conditions necessary for 

improvements in smallholder farmersô  incomes, through policy, services and infrastructure.  Where 

possible they also can lead on agricultural extension, research, and ecosystem resilience.

Civil Society actors can provide expertise on issues such as equity, community engagement, farming 

techniques, and supporting farmers to work together to increase bargaining or share costs.

Donors can influence the shaping of national agricultural policies and systems, and support local 

governmentsô agricultural development programmes. 

Private Sector companies are primarily buyers, but can also provide training, provision of inputs, and 

facilitate access to cheaper credit for farmers. In some cases companies may have to take on these 

roles directly, which risks creating dependency.



Lever 1: Agricultural services: know-how, inputs, post-

harvest machinery


