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RECORDING
• This session is being recorded, and this will be shared with all 

participants on the Living Income webpage in the upcoming days . 

INTRODUCE YOURSELF
• Edit your name and add your organisation in brackets; e.g., Carla 

(ISEAL) 
• To do this, simply click on the “Participant button”
• Next, in the Participant list, next to your name click on “Rename” 

HOW CAN I ASK A QUESTION/COMMENT? 
• pop your questions in the Q&A box or comment in the chat box. 
• Interact with us by responding to our Mentimeter questions 

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES? 
• Reach out to Mariana Bastos in the chat box or to 

livingincome@isealalliance.org 



What word comes to mind when you think about improving incomes?



• What is living income
• Living income vs living wage
• The living income story 
• Living income benchmark 
• Actual income
• The income gap 
• Tools and resources to support you



Living income is about the income level that would enable a family 

to afford a decent standard of living.

The net annual income of a household, 

which comes from a variety of sources, is 

sufficient to cover the cost of a decent 

standard of living for a typical household in 

a particular place



Menti question

Earning a living income means 
(Multiple choice)
• A worker earns enough in a work week to enable his family to afford a decent standard of living
• A household earns enough in a year to afford a decent standard of living (correct)
• A farmer earns enough to meet minimum or baseline levels of income



A worker earns enough in a 
standard work week to enable 

his/her family to afford a 
decent standard of living. 

Farming households earn 
enough in a year from all 

income sources to afford a 
decent standard of living.

Living Wage Living Income

Living wage applies to an individual worker, in any sector. 
Living income applies to a household, usually in an agricultural context.

Both are derived from the idea of 

achieving a decent standard of 

living.

Concepts and measurement approach are derived from and build on Anker & Anker (Living Wages Around the 
World)



Living income is the 
income level that would 

enable a family to afford a 
decent standard of living.

It answers the question: 
‘how much does a typical 
household in a particular 
place need to earn, from 

all income sources, in order 
to live a decent standard of 

living?
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A living Income Benchmark is an estimate of the cost of all 
elements of a basic decent standard of living, including: 

(Multiple choice) (hide correct answer) 

• Healthy diet, water, housing, education, transport, clothing 
and unexpected events (correct) 

• Food, decent housing and water
• Food, decent housing, water, education and healthcare

Menti question



A living income benchmark is 
an estimate of the cost of a 
basic and decent standard of 
living for a household. 

• Based on international norms and local validation of 
levels for a decent standard of living 

• Based on households 
• Is specific to a particular place



A close up of a sign  Description automatically generated

A picture containing meter, clock, monitor  Description automatically generated

Living wage estimates available in 26 
countries, with application in 

multiple industries

Website with ambition to eventually 
host information on all available living 
income and living wage benchmarks.

A screenshot of a cell phone  Description automatically generated

Benchmarks are only half the 
story. To understand the 

magnitude of the problem and 
the progress being made, we 

also need to know what current 
worker wages and farmer 

incomes are.

https://www.globallivingwage.org/
https://align-tool.com/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0c5ab3_71310ed04c5d4fec8805580ed901c933.pdf


Actual household income is the sum of the net 
incomes across these sources minus the costs 
associated with the earning of that income. 

Evidence shows that smallholder households 
draw their incomes from a variety of 

sources.

These can be generally categorized into 3
 (which can then be further subdivided)



Why is important to understand what the actual income is and 
the benchmark for my location?
(Multiple choice)

1.To understand what the gap is between the benchmark and 
the actual income (correct)

2.To see the reality of farming 
3.To manage better household economy 

Menti question



Understanding the gap to a living income will 
help to inform and support action. 

Closing the income gap requires a multi-pronged, 
multi-actor strategy.

An income gap is the difference 
between the living income 

benchmark and current income of a 
typical farming household 



Measure income of 
farming households 

(household survey or 
alternative approach)

Find and adjust a 
relevant benchmark or 
identify proxies for a 

living income benchmark

Understanding the gap 
to a living income will 

help to inform and 
support action



Achieving a decent standard of living 
is more ambitious than poverty 
reduction, but still just a step in the 
right direction



Income 

Measurement 

Guidance tool

Income driver 

Calculator

ALIGN Tool: Guiding your living 

wage &living income journey

Subscribe to the 

ALIGN newsletter 

here

A picture containing meter, clock, monitor  Description automatically generated

https://align-tool.com/


WWW.LIVING-INCOME.COM



• The roles of the private and public 
sectors

• Strategies for closing the income gap
• Role of sustainability systems and civil 

society 
• The Living Income Community of 

Practice









• Building platforms for dialogue and action
• Multi-stakeholder partnerships or 'task forces' 

• Engagement with public sector
• Influencing corporate behavior

• Access to funds
• Linkage to financial services

• Fixed and negotiated premiums
• Reference price

• Training and technical support to producers
• Producer networks

• Standards requirements
• Accessibility and continual improvement

Standards and Assurance

Capacity building and 
knowledge sharing

Premiums and Prices

Access to finance

Advocacy and Influence

Convening and partnerships

Few sustainability systems 

have LI requirements in their 

standard

Most organisational 

strategies address enabling 

factors, but increasingly 

there is also support for 

living income programs

Strongly positioned to 

facilitate market access, 

strengthen producer groups 

and their capacity, convene 

collaborations and advocate 

locally and internationally



Living Income Community of Practice is 
open to any entity committed to learning 

on the topic of Living Income and 
improving livelihoods of smallholder 

farmers



Share & Host News 
and Events:

In-person and virtual events, 
as well as newsletter that 
provide dialogue spaces for 
emerging issues, cross sector 
and multi-stakeholder 
learning.

Create Tools & 
Resources:

We create toolkits, graphics, 
slides, measurement guidance 
documents. We coordinate 
funding and consultations for 
new living income Benchmarks 
and income gap assessments. 

Facilitate Technical & 
Advisory 

Committees:
We convene leaders and 
experts to identify the high 
leverage focus topics; and to 
debate key methodological 
issues for creation of aligned 
guidance on key topics related 
to Living Income.

Facilitate & Provide 
Strategic Advisory:

Partners from GIZ, ISEAL and 
SFL provide guidance to multi-
stakeholder groups and sector 
initiatives, in order to align 
methods and find synergies 
across sectors. 



⚬Creation of space for Living 
Income discussion.

⚬Clarity on the core 
elements of Living Income.

⚬Guidance on benchmarks, 
measuring actual incomes 
and strategies to close the 
gap established

Living Income Concept 
born from Living Wage

(2015)

⚬Creation of toolkits, 
guidance documents and 
other materials related to 
Living Income to help 
disseminate the concept to 
various stakeholders.

⚬Continued space for Living 
Income discussion between 
stakeholder groups and 
across sectors.

Living Income 
Becomes Mainstream

(2020)

⚬Expanding awareness and 
elevating voices from new 
geographies and key actors 
(producers, cooperatives 
and governments).

⚬Maintaining alignment with 
other initiatives and global 
goals

Living Income is 
Institutionalized 

(2024 and beyond) Improved 
Livelihoods and 

Ensuring a Decent 
Standard of Living 

for all 



Menti question 

What specific topics would you like to explore further in future 
events? 
(Text) 





For regular updates, 
news and relevant 

events. Follow us in 
LinkedIn 

www.living-income.com 

Visit our website to get access to 
past events and relevant 

resources

To join this community, we 
invite you to follow us on our 

social media and sign up to our 
mailing list 

Sign up to our mailing list to 
be kept informed of all 

upcoming webinars, 
activities and new 

resources.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-living-income-community-of-practice/


To join this community, we invite 
you to follow us on our social 
media and sign up by clicking on 
the form.

https://www.living-income.com/contact-us
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-living-income-community-of-practice/


Webinar Series:
Building a strong foundation

20 March - Living Income 101: Essential concepts 
and practical insights 

7 April - Living Income Measurement Approaches: 
How do you measure living income, what are key 
measurement decisions, and how do you best 
communicate progress?

28 May -Concept Application & Sector Work
How is living income being applied across the 
cocoa, coffee, and palm sectors, and what can we 
learn from their challenges and successes? 





This content was made possible thanks to the 
support of our financial partners.

Thank you 
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