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Results from 2015 ISEAL survey of businesses



Synthesis papers 

Research that synthesises 
results from multiple empirical 

studies

Empirical studies 

Data-driven research at the field 
level

Monitoring reports 

Trends over time, drawn 
primarily from internal 

performance monitoring efforts

Modelling studies 

Research that uses modelling 
techniques to assess patterns or 

make broader inferences

Descriptive information

Documents or other resources 
explaining concepts, 

approaches, programmes and 
the operation of tools

Briefings or opinions

Opinion pieces, briefing papers, 
short articles drawing from 

primary evidence 

•

•

•



Share learning and  

facilitate collaboration  

between actors

Identify and discuss  

strategies for closing  

the income gap

Increase understanding  

of living income  

measurement and the  

income gap

The Living Income  

Community of Practice  

Objectives



Outcomes of interest

Climate Change 
Agrochemical 
use and soil 
heath

Livelihoods Health and Wellbeing 
Costs and benefits of 
participating in specific 
programmes

Others 

Climate change 
adaptation & 
mitigation

Fertilizers 
Assets Food security Yield

Community 
development and 
infrastructure

Pesticides and 
herbicides

Access to credit Costs of inputs
Land rights 

Soil erosion
Income 
diversification

Price premiums

Soil health
Progress out of 
Poverty 

Product income (gross 
and net)

Land Tenure Household income 
(net)

Market access

Training and Knowledge 

Darker colours indicate more empirical evidence Source: https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library

https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library


Intervention types (drawn from Farmer Income Lab typology)

Access to Finance 
Climate Change 

Adaptation 
Input Subsidies 

Outgrower
Schemes & 

Contract Farming 
Pricing Arrangements

Savings-Led 
Groups 

Agro-Corridors Crop Insurance
Land Tenure 

Security
Post-Harvest Loss 

Prevention
Producer Collectives

Certification 
Farmer Field 

Schools 

Market 
information 

systems 

Poverty 
Graduation 
Programs 

Productivity 
Enhancement 

Darker colours indicate more empirical evidence Source: https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library

https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library


Specific national plans, 
policies and platforms

Supplementary 
voluntary standards 
systems (VSS) tools

Voluntary 
Sustainability 

Standards

Sustainable 
sourcing codes

Public or quasi-public 
sustainability standards

Specific global or 
regional 

implementation norms 
for responsible supply 

chains

Sustainability 
performance and 

progress reporting

Supply chain 
investment programs

Sustainability 
requirements 

within trade or 
procurement 

policies

Jurisdictional approaches

Bans, moratoria, and 
multi-party agreements 

(for specific 
commodities/areas)

Darker colours indicate more empirical evidence Source: https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library

https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library


Coffee Cocoa Banana Cotton Flowers

Soy Tea Sugar Palm oil Livestock

coffee sacks
Darker colours indicate more empirical evidence 
Source: https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library

https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/online-library


Source: https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/geo-map/

https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/geo-map/


Cost of a basic, decent 

standard of living for 

a household

PRIMARYCASH  

CROP INCOME

SECONDARY  

CROP INCOME

OTHER SOURCES  

OF INCOME

NET OFF-FARM  

INCOME

Potential  

household  

income

UNEXPECTED EVENTS

FOOD FOR  

MODEL DIET

DECENT  

HOUSING

OTHER ESSENTIAL NEEDS

LIVING INCOME  

BENCHMARK

PRODUCE CONSUMED

AT HOME

ACTUAL  

INCOME

INCOME  

GAP

OTHER INCOME

NET OFF FARM 

INCOME

NET FARM  

INCOME

Source: https://www.living-income.com/living-income-graphics

https://www.living-income.com/living-income-graphics
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Synthesis papers 

Research that synthesises results from multiple empirical studies

Empirical studies 

Data-driven research at the field level

The conclusions in this section draw from four state-of-the-
art systematic reviews that pull together data from 
empirical studies designed to establish causality.

• DeFries et al. (2017) – focus on sustainability standards
• Oya et al. (2018) - focus on sustainability standards
• Evidensia (2019) – focus on all market-based tools
• Meemken (2020) - focus on sustainability standards

https://www.evidensia.eco/resources/968/is-voluntary-certification-of-tropical-agricultural-commodities-achieving-sustainability-goals-for-small-scale-producers-a-review-of-the-evidence/
https://www.evidensia.eco/resources/187/effects-of-certification-schemes-for-agricultural-production-on-socio-economic-outcomes-in-low-and-middle-income-countries-a-systematic-review/
https://www.evidensia.eco/resources/188/effects-of-voluntary-sustainability-standards-and-related-supply-chain-initiatives-on-yield-price-costs-and-income-in-the-agriculture-sector/
https://www.evidensia.eco/resources/991/do-smallholder-farmers-benefit-from-sustainability-standards-a-systematic-review-and-meta-analysis/


Graphic from Evidensia’s visual summaries page based on the results of the Evidensia (2019) systematic review 
Source: https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/visual-summaries/

https://www.evidensia.eco/work-with-evidence/visual-summaries/


• Farmer group efficiency

• Farmer knowledge uptake

• Organic practices

• Costs of shift in practices

• Partnership with govt extension services



• Supply chain price commitments

• Price premiums 

• Strong marketing boards 

• Farmer group strength

• Quality improvements 



• Costs incurred to improve agricultural practices 

• Labour cost variability

• Organic practices reduce costs (generally)

• Input subsidies support farmers but have low 
additionality 



• Dependent on the previous four outcomes 
• Profitability of certified crop is generally higher for 

intervention farmers 
• Price premiums for focus crop are the main factor driving up 

income 
• These price premiums are lost if product differentiation is 

lost (ie product sold on conventional terms) 



• Dependent on the previous four outcomes 

• Depends on other household income sources and costs



• These systematic reviews indicate that the short answer is yes –
on certain outcomes. 

• High context variability in results is the norm. 

• This indicates that a tool or approach delivers impact in a 
specific’ ‘value-chain – origin – farmer’ context. 

• The evidence base to assess ‘additionality’ is strong but focussed 
on certification and standards-based approaches. 



Results of the TRANS SUSTAIN project 
that gathered primary data from 1900 
coffee HHs in Costa Rica, Colombia and 
Honduras to assess outcome 
additionality of voluntary standards. 
(Dietz et al. 2020)

Voluntary standard A

Voluntary standard B

Voluntary standard C

Voluntary standard D

Company sourcing Code A

Company sourcing Code B

https://www.evidensia.eco/resources/1039/the-impacts-of-voluntary-sustainability-standards-on-sustainable-coffee-production-in-latin-america/




Economic 
effects

Land-
related 
effects

Gender 
effects

Access to 
finance

• Farm and income diversification 

• Secure land titles and rights 

• Working with women farmers 

• Income sufficiency 

• Careful land-use change 

• Asset accumulation

https://www.evidensia.eco/resources/426/reviewing-the-impact-of-sustainability-certification-on-food-security-in-developing-countries/


Costs of 
production

Yields of 
various 
crops

Labour use 
efficiency 

Prices for 
cash crops

• Higher prices 

• Reducing costs through more 
efficient input use 

• Value-addition at source 

• Sustained market access 
(premium products)

• Careful consideration of labour 
use efficiency 





• Promoting organic cultivation practices 

• Reduces costs of cultivation, unsure yield returns and high 
labour use

• Cash crop intensification 

• Higher income from crop, diversion of land use and food 
security implications 

• Stronger producer organisations 

• Improved access to farmers at scale, improved information and 
input dissemination, household impact dependent on group 
efficiency 



Very low 
influence

Low Moderate High Very high 
influence

Supply chain 
behaviour 

Net household 
income

Overall farm 
costs

Income from
primary cash 

crop

Farmer
knowledge 

Demand for 
certified crop

Access to credit Adoption of 
better practices

Costs of 
production 
of primary 
cash crop

Price of 
primary cash  

crop

Poverty status Income 
diversification 

Farmer
organisation

& Group 
strengthening

Quality of 
primary cash 

crop 

Yields from 
primary cash 

crop



Where can market-based tools take the lead in enhancing 
farmer livelihood assets and transforming structures and 

processes?

Where can market-based tools partner effectively with 
other actors to transform livelihood strategies? 







http://www.evidensia.eco/
https://twitter.com/evidensianews
https://www.isealalliance.org/form/sign-up-to-evidensia-newsletter
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